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g INTRCDUCTION " i
During 1970, wnen I began te prepars a histery ef the Balzen Family

in Texas, ha and * had the priviledge of seeimg the eld eshureh reeerds

with Paster Durkep. This visit lasted a little ever am heur, amnd resulted

in ebta mush imterasting and valuable imfermatiem abeut the

eroriginal Balzen settlers. In 1975 we saw these reserds again te

verify the infermetiem we nad ebtaimed earlier. At that time it was

neted that here there exiuted mush valuable imfersatiem abeut all

ef the families whe settled Quihi,and whe were mambers ef the Bethlehem

Luthararn Chureh of Quihi,Texas,

The wern and deterierated ecomditiem of the beoks scemtaiming the reeerds
saused me teo be gomeerned abeut preserving them feor future use. Simee the
paper im 128 years has mellowed and softemed te a cemsiderable exteat,
it was theught te be meeessary te eepy them phetestatieally. This 1
did en an Xerex eopier im August eof 1976. But it alse beeame apparent
that te get infermatiom abeut ome family it weuld be necessary te
read all ef the beeks, amd that im 1976 few pesplein this seumtry seuld
read the German Language as it was writtem by the Pasters., The theught
then same to me te tramnslate the recerds te Emglish,and at the same
time te rearrange the imfermatien. “imee eme of the reeerd beoks was
started im the ferm eof Z pages te eaech family, it was theought best te
use this fermat. This has been dome using omne page fer each family, and
it was theught, that if the shureh had a eepy it might be used by the
mnembership mueh meére than the erigimal were used,

In erder te further fasililate the use of the tramsalatiem, a partial
index has been prepared. This is eof the manes of the methers anmd
grandparents, and others whe de moet appear as heads of househeld. Heads
of Househeld apper™ im alphabetieal erder and are mnef further indexed;
neither are the iwes of the children indexed. This imdex,with imstruetiems
abeut hew te f‘ad the names eof persens appears at the emd, page 219-224,
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The Baptism reserds are prefased by the fellewing nete writtem by
PASTOR G. SCHALL, A liberal tramslatiem by Hartha Salzem, fellews:

" In the meeting of deacons +hish teek plaee Sepember 2, 1859, it was
deeided that asount of members of the eemgregation be made, and that
the same memth the Baptisms beek, The eount was made im the same menth

and entered inte the beek by the Faster of the eemgregatien.
signed "G. SCHALL, PASTOR"

There them fellew °5 pages - names birthdates, immxtimmxx leealities

of birth, and in some instaaees the names of father amd methers, a few
nanes of CGrandparents, and a few dates of baptisms with fhe manes of the
Faster. nelideed are the baptisms that eeseprred frem the time of the
erganization of the chureh im 1852 until the time that Paster Sehall
began baptising in the ecemgregatiem im 1859. “Ybvieusly nene of these
reecords djufault baptism are origimal, but were ebtaimed from ether
sourses, eossibly the recerds of babies baptised 1852-1859 were

ebtaimed frem the records eof the Castreville cemgregatiem, where the
first paster of the <uihi chureh, Rev. Christian Cefinger, was statiomed
It is believed that the reeerds of the adult members must have ceme

frem the members themselves, &8s a result of questieming by FPaster -ehall.
These.them, are the peeple whe comstituted the eemgregatéem in September
of 1859, It is suppesed that there were ne exeeptioms or omissioms at
that time. Put at a later unkmewn date someome unkmown added names of
persens on pages 166 threugh 171. *hese are names of adults whe becane
members at & later time tham 1855, amd eertaimly ineluded these whe
immigrated te Quiki after 1859. re is alse seme repetion of names

that appearsé on pages 2 te 25, These enteries are in fine hamdwriting
eof 1:tff.1-tt-rl, lIE.l'ltlil about the sane tﬂ?l ef imfermation as im
given em the 1st 25 pages. it is obvieus that Bev. G. Schall, and some







